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FOUR TEAMS SELECTED TO CONTINUE IN UNMANNED GROUND COMBAT VEHICLE PROGRAM

The Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) and the U. S. Army has selected four of the eight contractor teams in the Unmanned Ground Combat Vehicle (UGCV) program to continue efforts through June 2002 under Phase 1B of the program.  Each team will receive $1.5 million for this phase.  The selected teams are:  

· Science Applications International Corp. (SAIC), San Diego, Calif. – Team members include:  Center for Electromechanics, University of Texas; United Defense LP; Jet Propulsion Laboratory; Georgia Institute of Technology; Stanford University; and Precision Magnetic (PreMag) Bearings (working on the weapons payload class under agreement MDA972-01-9-0006).  

· Lockheed Martin, Missiles and Fire Control (Team Retiarius), Dallas Texas – Team members include:  Sandia National Laboratory; Rod Millen Special Vehicles; BAE SYSTEMS Controls; and High Performance Materials Group (HPMG), MSE, Inc. (working on the reconnaissance, surveillance and targeting payload class under agreement MDA972-01-9-0009).  

· General Dynamics Robotic Systems Inc., Westminster Maryland – Team members include:  Aurora Flight Sciences Corp.; Avalanche Engineering; Perceptek; and University of Maryland Center for Automotive Research (working on the reconnaissance, surveillance and targeting payload class under agreement MDA972-01-9-0010).  

· Carnegie Mellon University, Pittsburgh, Penn. – Team members include:  Timoney Technology (Meath, Ireland); PEI Electronics Inc.; and The Boeing Company (working on the weapons payload class under agreement MDA972-01-9-0005).

During Phase IB, each team will conduct hardware testing of critical major subsystems and refine unmanned vehicle prototype designs.  In July 2002, two teams will be chosen to fabricate full prototypes and conduct testing during an 18-month Phase II.  

The UGCV prototypes will demonstrate advanced vehicle design and integration to achieve new levels of mobility, endurance, and payload capacity by leveraging the benefits of not accommodating onboard crew.  Two of the teams selected today are focusing on reconnaissance, surveillance and targeting payload class designs having approximately 150 kilograms of payload capacity, and the other two teams’ weapons payload class designs accommodate approximately 1,500 kilograms of payload capacity.  Missions for both vehicles are expected to evolve with the Army's overall concept for the Future Combat Systems or Objective Force.  The UGCV prototypes are expected to showcase increased air deployability and improved survivability in a combined arms battlefield environment.

Scott Fish, DARPA's UGCV program manager, noted, "UGCV will help the Army visualize new roles for unmanned ground vehicles, and generate soldier confidence that the technology community can go beyond conversion of manned vehicles for remote operation.  This next phase is critical to show that key subsystems will perform as predicted, and bolster confidence that the prototypes will meet the performance goals of the program."

-END-

Media with questions, please contact Jan Walker, (703) 696-2404, or jwalker@darpa.mil 

Contractors or military organizations, contact Dr. Scott Fish, (703) 696-2302.  
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