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IMMEDIATE RELEASE






Contact:  Jan Walker (703) 696-2404

November 10, 1999

FOUR SMALL BUSINESSES RECEIVE PRESTIGIOUS AWARD


Four contractors with Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) contracts from the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) received prestigious Tibbetts Awards in a Washington, D.C., ceremony recently.  These companies were chosen from among the thousands receiving SBIR contracts from ten Federal agencies, marking a significant achievement for DARPA’s relatively small SBIR program.  


DARPA contractors chosen for the 1999 Tibbetts Award include:  

· SICOM Inc., Scottsdale, Ariz.:  Under DARPA SBIR sponsorship, SICOM developed a rapid-acquisition, digital data modem for high-data-rate burst/continuous wave communications.  Over the past four years, SICOM has grown from 22 to 50 employees, and was able to win a competitive contract under DARPA’s Next Generation Internet program.

· Intelligent Systems Technology Inc., Santa Monica, Calif.:  DARPA and the Navy Surface Weapons Center co-sponsored this SBIR effort entitled, "Process Support for Integrated Product-Process Development-Enabled Engineering of Complex Systems."  This technology is being tested for crisis-action planning and execution for missions such as non-combat evacuation operations, disaster relief and humanitarian aid.  The company has grown more than 1,600 percent in the last five years.

· ORINCON HAWAII Inc., Kailua, Hawaii:  DARPA has a long history of successful research and development efforts with ORINCON.   The current SBIR effort is "Wide-Area Detection and Classification of Underwater Buried Mines."  ORINCON HAWAII is developing a mine-hunting system that integrates broadband biomimetics and modern underwater sub-bottom imaging to detect buried mines in littoral areas. 

· Daniel H. Wagner Associates Inc., Hampton, Va.:  DARPA has worked with Daniel H. Wagner Associates for approximately eight years.  Current efforts include “Advanced Geometries for Vision-Based Satellite Docking" and "Human Interaction with Software Agents."  Daniel H. Wagner and Associates was founded in 1963 with the corporate goal of combining the power of mathematical theory with operational experience to address the increasingly complex problems encountered in military operational analysis. 


Since 1996, the Small Business Administration has annually presented Tibbetts Awards to those SBIR contractors and individuals that exemplify the business, economic and technological goals of the Federal SBIR program.  The Award is named for Roland Tibbetts, a former SBIR Program Manager at the National Science Foundation, and universally acknowledged as the founding father of the SBIR program.  This year, awards were presented to 45 companies.  

The SBIR program, created in 1982 to help small businesses more actively participate in Federal research and development, annually funds efforts worth $1.1 billion.  DARPA’s SBIR program expends approximately $47 million annually, and sponsors work at approximately 170 companies.  DARPA’s SBIR program manager, Connie Jacobs, received a Tibbetts Award in 1996.   

-END-

Note:  This release is available via the World Wide Web at http://www.darpa.mil/news.html .
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