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June 10, 1999

DARPA RECOGNIZES EXCELLENT PERFORMANCE


Director of the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) Frank Fernandez today announced the winners of the 1999 DARPA Awards for Excellence.  These awards, which have been presented at DARPA’s Systems and Technology Symposiums since 1985, are designed to reward and encourage excellence among scientists and engineers working with and for DARPA.  

DARPA selected Victor Zue, associate director of the Mass. Institute of Technology Laboratory for Computer Science, Cambridge, Mass., to receive the 1999 Award for Sustained Excellence by a Performer for his outstanding technical vision and community leadership in support of DARPA over the past 20 years.  Zue works in the areas of speech recognition and dialog interaction, with the goal of enabling computers to hear and understand what human users are saying.  Recent projects include Jupiter, a computerized system that provides information by telephone about weather in 500 cities worldwide, and Galaxy, the architecture being used for the DARPA Communicator program and for a system providing on-line logistics support to the U.S. Marine Corps.  

John Pazik, a program officer at the Office of Naval Research, Arlington, Va., received the 1999 Award for Sustained Excellence and Outstanding Performance by a Government Agent for his work in developing and executing DARPA’s Thermoelectrics, Molecular Electronics and Nanomaterials programs.  Pazik was lauded as a “pro-active technical manager who works tirelessly and vigorously to get things done,” and for being “responsive to the changing needs of the DARPA and contractor community.” 

The Advanced Countermeasures Program team, lead by Raytheon Systems Company, Tucson, Ariz., received the 1999 Award for Significant Technical Achievement for developing and demonstrating a highly challenging advanced processing capability that will greatly enhance the air defense capabilities of the U.S.  The team built two prototype systems with significant advances in hardware design, implementation and calibration, and conducted flight tests that demonstrated performance levels well beyond current capabilities.  The award was accepted by Chuck Ogren, program manager for the Advanced Countermeasures Program.  

Regina Dugan, program manager in DARPA’s Advanced Technology Office, and John K. Smith, program manager in DARPA’s Special Projects Office, each received the prestigious DARPA 1999 Program Manager of the Year Award.  

Dugan was lauded for her leadership in the Unexploded Ordnance Detection program, where she planned a program “based on a revolutionary technical approach . . . [and] showed how this approach could help the U.S. Marine Corps storm a mine-infested beach.”  Her program is making great progress towards the development of several novel sensors that can detect explosives based on their chemical signature, and Dugan is now a recognized world expert in unexploded ordnance and mine detection.  She has also been very active in organizing and administering key Defense Science Board studies and a Tiger Team on Combating Terrorism.  

John K. Smith was cited for his “singular achievements in the field of radar technologies, culminating in the successful development and transition of revolutionary capabilities to the Services.”  His efforts provided “innovative radar solutions to crucial national defense problems.”  

AeroVironment Inc., Monrovia, Calif., received the 1999 Award for Outstanding Performance by a Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) Contractor for their work in developing a fixed-wing squad-level reconnaissance micro air vehicle.  Their vehicle has set a number of records: smallest, lightest, multi-function, fully proportional radio control system (one-inch square and weighing three grams); smallest video camera (weighing two grams) ever flown on a remotely piloted aircraft; design and development of a four-inch propeller with efficiencies of 82 percent; 22-minute outdoor flight of a micro air vehicle.  The company was cited for their “solutions to several highly challenging technical problems of micro air vehicle flight.”  Their achievements in their Phase I SBIR effort far surpassed the norm, and during Phase II, they achieved performances that were more than twice that expected.  The award was accepted by AeroVironment Program Manager Matt Keennon.  

The awards were presented in Denver, Colo., during a ceremony at DARPATech ’99, DARPA’s 20th Systems and Technology Symposium.  

-END-

“Maintaining U.S. technological superiority over potential adversaries for over 40 years.”
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